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Internet Society Internet Society –– Who we are Who we are 

•• Founded 1991 by Internet PioneersFounded 1991 by Internet Pioneers

•• International, notInternational, not--forfor--profit, org.profit, org.
–– 80+ organisation members80+ organisation members
–– 24,000+ individual members24,000+ individual members
–– 80+ chapters, Many more chapters forming80+ chapters, Many more chapters forming

•• Organisation members fund activities inOrganisation members fund activities in
–– StandardsStandards
–– EducationEducation
–– PolicyPolicy
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ISOCISOC’’s Missions Mission

"To assure the open development, evolution "To assure the open development, evolution 
and use of the Internet for the benefit of all and use of the Internet for the benefit of all 

people throughout the world."people throughout the world."

Building an active global community of Building an active global community of 
knowledgeable members & chaptersknowledgeable members & chapters
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Global MembershipGlobal Membership
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ISOC ChaptersISOC Chapters

•• Voluntary local/regional entities embracing ISOC Voluntary local/regional entities embracing ISOC 
Mission and GoalsMission and Goals

•• Serve interests of local communityServe interests of local community
–– organiseorganise activities/events/education locallyactivities/events/education locally

–– provide services in local languageprovide services in local language

–– amplify ISOC efforts locally/regionallyamplify ISOC efforts locally/regionally

•• Provide local perspective back to ISOCProvide local perspective back to ISOC
–– important component in ISOC Strategic Operating Plan important component in ISOC Strategic Operating Plan 
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The African Regional BureauThe African Regional Bureau

•• The African Regional Bureau was established The African Regional Bureau was established 
on September 1, 2006 (8 months ago)on September 1, 2006 (8 months ago)

•• This is part of many changes in ISOC within This is part of many changes in ISOC within 
the last few months which have contributed the last few months which have contributed 
to:to:
–– Give better service to the membersGive better service to the members

–– Be close to the members and chaptersBe close to the members and chapters
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ISOC Regional BureausISOC Regional Bureaus

•• Physical point of presence in regionPhysical point of presence in region
•• Currently, in Africa and LACCurrently, in Africa and LAC
•• The manager of the bureau is an ISOC The manager of the bureau is an ISOC 

employeeemployee
•• CrossCross--department focus department focus –– policy, education policy, education 

and membershipand membership
•• Promotes activities and initiatives at regional Promotes activities and initiatives at regional 

and suband sub--regional levels.regional levels.
•• Drives regional recognition of ISOC, its Drives regional recognition of ISOC, its 

policies (across pillars) and its Mission.policies (across pillars) and its Mission.
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Bureau Bureau –– Chapters relationshipChapters relationship

•• The Bureau does not manage or replace or direct Chapter The Bureau does not manage or replace or direct Chapter 
activitiesactivities

•• It It ratherrather
–– supports and amplifies existing Chapter initiativessupports and amplifies existing Chapter initiatives
–– encourages new regional initiatives among Chaptersencourages new regional initiatives among Chapters

•• The focus of the Bureau is at the regional and subThe focus of the Bureau is at the regional and sub--regional regional 
levels, not the national level. levels, not the national level. 

•• The regional Bureau is a resource for chapters and encourages The regional Bureau is a resource for chapters and encourages 
chapter activities at a regional and subchapter activities at a regional and sub--regional level, as regional level, as 
appropriate.appropriate.

•• The Bureau representative is an extension of the ISOC team in The Bureau representative is an extension of the ISOC team in 
the region, including functioning as an integral part of the the region, including functioning as an integral part of the 
internal ISOC Chapter/Member team.internal ISOC Chapter/Member team.
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ISOC chapters in AfricaISOC chapters in Africa

•• Prior to September (14): Benin, Cameroon, Egypt, Prior to September (14): Benin, Cameroon, Egypt, 
Ghana, Mali, Mauritius, Morocco, Niger, Nigeria, Ghana, Mali, Mauritius, Morocco, Niger, Nigeria, 
Senegal, South Africa, Tunisia, UgandaSenegal, South Africa, Tunisia, Uganda

•• 3 newly recognized chapters: R. Congo, R.D. Congo, 3 newly recognized chapters: R. Congo, R.D. Congo, 
BurundiBurundi

•• 8 chapters under formation: Sierra Leone, Sudan, 8 chapters under formation: Sierra Leone, Sudan, 
Northern Nigeria, Chad, Cote dNorthern Nigeria, Chad, Cote d’’Ivoire, Kenya, Togo, Ivoire, Kenya, Togo, 
LiberiaLiberia

•• When 8 of them are formed, it will be an increase of When 8 of them are formed, it will be an increase of 
78%78%
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African Bureau and chaptersAfrican Bureau and chapters

•• Better interaction of ISOC with chapters Better interaction of ISOC with chapters 
–– Communication with every active chaptersCommunication with every active chapters
–– Getting deeper communication with chaptersGetting deeper communication with chapters

•• IM Conferences (English IM Conferences (English -- monthly, Frenchmonthly, French-- every 2 months)every 2 months)
•• African Website (Bilingual)African Website (Bilingual)
•• Virtual and physical meetingsVirtual and physical meetings

–– Better information on chaptersBetter information on chapters
•• We know their needs betterWe know their needs better

–– Language is a major barrier for participationLanguage is a major barrier for participation
–– Strong interest in IETFStrong interest in IETF
–– Desire to exchange experiences and best practicesDesire to exchange experiences and best practices
–– ……

–– Better responsivenessBetter responsiveness
•• EE--mail, telephone, IM the same daymail, telephone, IM the same day
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African Bureau and other African Bureau and other 
organizationsorganizations

•• A high number of organizations in the region visited and ISOC A high number of organizations in the region visited and ISOC 
introducedintroduced
–– UNECA, UNESCO, ITU, IDRC, ACALAN, APC, African Union, AAU, USAIDUNECA, UNESCO, ITU, IDRC, ACALAN, APC, African Union, AAU, USAID

•• Participated in local, regional eventsParticipated in local, regional events
–– IPV6 Summit, DakarIPV6 Summit, Dakar
–– Pan African Localization workshop, MarrakechPan African Localization workshop, Marrakech

•• More partnership potentials identifiedMore partnership potentials identified
–– UNECA, UNESCO, ACALAN, AU, APC, UNECA, UNESCO, ACALAN, AU, APC, ……

•• More expectedMore expected
–– Better knowledge of needsBetter knowledge of needs
–– Better communication with local stakeholdersBetter communication with local stakeholders
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WebsiteWebsite
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BureauBureau’’s activities in s activities in ……

•• EducationEducation
–– INET Africa in Mauritius and AbujaINET Africa in Mauritius and Abuja

–– Promoting ISOCPromoting ISOC’’s education activities in the s education activities in the 
regionregion

–– Identifying new education areasIdentifying new education areas

–– Identifying new partnersIdentifying new partners
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BureauBureau’’s activities in s activities in ……

•• PolicyPolicy
–– IGF sessions at INET Mauritius and AbujaIGF sessions at INET Mauritius and Abuja

–– Involving in the policy discussionsInvolving in the policy discussions

–– Developing policy projects for AfricaDeveloping policy projects for Africa
•• Multilingualism project under preparationMultilingualism project under preparation

–– Promoting ISOCPromoting ISOC’’s leadership in IGF on the s leadership in IGF on the 
continentcontinent



INET Africa, Abuja, May 4 2007 15

Plans for the coming monthsPlans for the coming months

•• Respond to the various needs expressed by chaptersRespond to the various needs expressed by chapters
–– Multilingual website, support for chapter website Multilingual website, support for chapter website 

developments, IETF promotion campaign, etc.developments, IETF promotion campaign, etc.

•• Exploit the various partnership opportunities identified Exploit the various partnership opportunities identified 
to advance ISOCto advance ISOC’’s goalss goals
–– Many cooperation opportunities (ex. Possibilities to get Many cooperation opportunities (ex. Possibilities to get 

financing for IETF fellowship)financing for IETF fellowship)

•• Support the implementation of the programs of each Support the implementation of the programs of each 
pillarpillar
–– The Bureau acts across pillars (education, policy, The Bureau acts across pillars (education, policy, 

membership) and is required to support the implementation membership) and is required to support the implementation 
of their plansof their plans
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ConclusionConclusion

•• In the last eight months ISOCIn the last eight months ISOC’’s presence and s presence and 
visibility has increasedvisibility has increased

•• ISOC is now better positioned to create impactISOC is now better positioned to create impact

•• Two factors have contributedTwo factors have contributed
–– Better capability at the headquarterBetter capability at the headquarter

–– Deeper involvement in the region through the BureauDeeper involvement in the region through the Bureau

•• More participation from the members and chapters in More participation from the members and chapters in 
order to insure the changes affect the development order to insure the changes affect the development 
of internet at national levelof internet at national level
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Thank youThank you

Dawit BekeleDawit Bekele
bekele@isoc.orgbekele@isoc.org
+251 911 22 13 33+251 911 22 13 33


