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The Internet Society is proud to
be the organisational home of the
Internet’s premier Internet standards-
making body: the Internet
Engineering Task Force (IETF).
Without the technical achievements
of the IETF and its participants, the
Internet would never have become
the success that it is today.
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As a standardisation body, the IETF
focuses on the development of
protocols used in Internet-protocol-
based networks. The IETF is different
from most standardisation bodies in
that it is a totally open community
with no membership requirements.
It is an international community of
network designers, operators, ven-
dors, and researchers concerned
with the evolution of Internet archi-
tecture and the smooth operation
of the Internet.

ISOC provides a major source of
funding and support for the IETF and
its processes. Notably, ISOC funds
100 percent of the RFC Editor func-
tion. In 2005, at the IETF's request,
ISOC substantially increased its
support to and participation in the
IETF as part of its administrative
restructuring process.

ISOC’s support of Internet standards
and the IETF also extends to its poli-
¢y, education, and public relations
functions as well as its legal and
insurance coverage. ISOC, along
with its Platinum Sponsors, is the
IETF's sole source of financial support
apart from IETF meeting fees.
Support from companies whose
products and services so clearly
depend on the standards developed
by the IETF is essential.

A major source of programme fund-
ing for many of ISOC’s initiatives is
the Public Interest Registry (PIR),
a not-for-profit corporation created
by I1SOC in 2002 with ISOC as its
sole member.

PIR’s mission is to manage the .ORG
domain in an exemplary manner and
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to ensure that it is the home of non-
commercial entities on the Internet.

Through ISOC, PIR has the benefit of
long-established and well-recognised
mechanisms in place for responding
to and involving noncommercial
Internet users. PIR contributes to,
supports, and enhances ISOC's mis-
sion and programmes by contribut-
ing surpluses generated by .ORG
domain registration revenues to the
sponsorship of ISOC-managed pro-
grammes in line with the common
purposes of ISOC and PIR.

Afilias Limited, a global leader in
advanced domain name registry
services, provides registry support
services for PIR and is an ISOC
Platinum member.

www.ietf.org, www.pir.org, ww.afilias.org

CNRI's Dr. Robert Kahn and Leslie Daigle,
Chair of the Internet Architecture Board

In December 2005, NeuStar
Secretariat Services LLC
reached an agreement with
the Corporation for National
Research Initiatives (CNRI)

to acquire the assets of CNRI
subsidiary Foretec Seminars,
Inc., former secretariat services
provider for the Internet
Engineering Task Force. The
Internet Society offers its
warmest thanks to Dr. Robert
Kahn and CNRI for years

of service to the Internet

Engineering Task Force.





